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The 20th World Conference of Historical Cities will focus on 
the following Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) and 
Target:

Sustainable cities and communities
SDG 11

Strengthen efforts to protect and safeguard 
the world’s cultural and natural heritage.

Target 4
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Contact

appropriately protect and utilize cultural heritage exposed to 
these threats, with the aim of raising awareness of cultural 
heritage preservation and reaffirming the importance of a safe 
and secure society that promotes well-being.

About the logo
The counterclockwise spiral is inspired by the “spiral-shaped 
layout” of Himeji Castle. This represents the distinctive feature 
of Himeji Castle, with moats arranged in a counterclockwise 
direction around the castle complex with the main keep being 
in the middle. This highly 
defensive structure symbolizes 
“resilience.” Through the 
20th Conference, we hope to 
connect the resilience of 
cities around the world to the 
future, thereby creating a 
safe and secure society for 
all people.

     SDG 11 aims to make cities and human settlements 
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. The cultural heritage 
mentioned in Target 4 refers to areas and structures that have 
cultural and historical significance. By preserving these 
heritage sites and sharing their value across countries and 
regions, we can learn the importance of understanding and 
respecting diverse cultures and histories. However, due to 
changes in the natural environment and social conditions, 
cultural heritage is exposed to various threats, including natural 
disasters, environmental issues, and man-made hazards.
     The 20th Conference will bring together historical cities to 
share knowledge and experiences regarding initiatives to 



Please carefully review the information provided in the Conference Registration Fee List section below before registering. 
Registration is scheduled to begin in June. Please register via the official conference website, which will be launched in May. 
The deadline for registration is Wednesday, September 30th, but registration will close once capacity is reached.

*You can register for only one of the excursions listed below: No. 2, 3, or 4.
*To register for excursion No. 2, 3, or 4, you need to register for No. 1: Conference.

Conference Registration Fee List

Capacity: 200 people

Capacity: 40 people

Excursion registration in Himeji City includes the following:

●Participation in the excursion (afternoon of November 12th)
●Lunch on the 12th
●Transportation from Himeji to Kansai International Airport after the excursion
    (Arrival at Kansai International Airport is scheduled for around 18:00 on the 12th.)



The following special rate will be set for participating municipalities within Japan. Registration is scheduled to begin in 
June. Please register via the official conference website, which will be launched in May. The registration deadline is 
Wednesday, September 30th.

Capacity: 80 people

Capacity: 80 people



(1)Roundtable: Co-creating a sustainable future for cultural heritage preservation
The roundtable will feature presentations and Q&A sessions on initiatives to protect cultural heritage from threats such 
as natural disasters, environmental issues, and man-made hazards, as well as case studies on the reconstruction and 
restoration of cultural heritage, providing an opportunity to think together about a sustainable future.

●Submit the speaker’s name and presentation title by Tuesday, June 30th.
●Submit presentation outline (500 words or less in English) by Friday, July 31st.
*If the number of applicant cities exceeds the capacity, selection will be made based on  
  the outline of the presentation content.
*Details such as where to submit speaker’s name, etc. and the equipment available for 
  presentations will be announced on the official conference website.

At the Mayors’ Session, participating cities will exchange views and seek solutions to issues and challenges in not only 
protecting cultural heritage but also utilizing it appropriately to create a virtuous cycle of preservation and utilization.

(2)Mayors’ Session: Building a virtuous cycle of cultural heritage preservation and utilization

●Submit the speaker’s name by Friday, July 31st.
●Submit presentation outline (views on the issues; 200 words or less in English) by 
  Monday, August 31st.
*If the number of applicant cities exceeds the capacity, selection will be made based on 
  the outline of the presentation content.
*Details such as where to submit speaker’s name, etc. and the equipment available for 
  presentations will be announced on the official conference website.



Participants in the art exhibition will be asked to draw a “treasure” in their town that they would like to pass on to the 
future. These “treasures” include tangible things such as historical buildings, as well as intangible things such as local 
scenery and traditional local events. Participants are asked to draw their cherished “treasures” with all their heart, 
expressing the unique charm of their town. Submitted works will be exhibited at the conference venue. We hope that 
through this exhibition, participants and visitors will reaffirm their feelings for their own town while also deepening 
exchanges with other towns.

(1)Art Exhibition: My Town’s Treasure

●Submit the title of the painting and the reason for painting it (in English) by Wednesday, 
  September 30th.
*Applications for the art exhibition should be compiled and registered by each city
  participating in the conference. There is no limit to the number of works submitted
  per city.
*The title and reason for submission will be displayed as a caption alongside the work.
*The paintings to be exhibited should be brought to Himeji by the cities participating in 
  the conference. Details such as where to submit will be announced on the official 
  conference website.

In the speech contest, participants will be asked to communicate the charm of their hometown in English. Themes can be 
freely chosen, such as nature, culture, history, food, events, or connections among people within the community. Please 
express in English why you want to tell the world about your town, incorporating your own experiences and thoughts. We 
hope that this contest will provide an opportunity for participants and spectators to rediscover the charm of their own 
towns and that the diverse charms of various towns will be disseminated to the world.

(2)English Speech Contest: My Town That I Want to Share with the World

●Submit speech video (in English) by Wednesday, September 30th.
*Applications for the speech contest should be compiled and registered by each city 
  participating in the conference. There is no limit to the number of speeches submitted 
  per city.
*The organizer will conduct a review based on the submitted speech videos. Excellent 
  speech videos will be played at the venue. Details such as how to submit will be 
  announced on the official conference website.

PR booths will be set up at the conference venue for participating cities to showcase their traditional crafts and distrib-
ute pamphlets. Exhibiting at the PR booth requires prior application. Details on how to apply and available equipment 
(desks and exhibition panels) will be announced on the official conference website.




