
The 19th World Conference of Historical Cities 

 

“Creating a Vibrant Walkable City Centre through 

Sustainable Urban Mobility” 
 

The 19th World Conference of Historical Cities was held in Ljubljana, Slovenia, 

from 12 to 14 November 2024. There were 95 participants onsite from 29 

cities in 15 countries and the City of Ljubljana made the conference a great 

success. 

 



Summary 
Day 1 

The Conference began with the opening ceremony and the Keynote Speech 

by Prof. Janez Koželj, who explained the initiatives and efforts regarding 

walkability and eco-friendliness. In the afternoon, the representatives from 

six cities presented their strategies at the Round Table I under the theme of 

“Walkability as a factor in the quality and attractiveness of historic urban 

areas.” At the Round Table II, five cities made presentations on “Challenges 

and ways to implement sustainable mobility in historical cities”.  
 

Opening Ceremony                           Keynote Speech 
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Day 2 

Second day of the conference began with an opening ceremony for the Youth 

Program moderated by Ms. Mateja Demšič from the Department for Culture 

of the City of Ljubljana and two pupils from a Ljubljana elementary school, 

with attendance of students from second to seventh grade, who participated 

in the Youth Program. The excellent artworks from Ljubljana and member 

cities, featured at the exhibition, were recognized with commemorative gifts.  

The opening of the exhibition was followed by the Experts Meeting under the 

theme of “Sustainable mobility as a safeguard against the deterioration of 

cultural heritage” and discussions were held between Asst. Prof. Rok Žnidaršič, 

Deputy Mayor of Ljubljana, and Matevž Čelik Vidmar, State Secretary at the 

Ministry of Culture of Slovenia, trying to resolve issues from various 

perspectives and sharing ideas with participants.  



Youth Program                                 Expert Meeting 

 

There was also the Board of Directors Meeting for FY2024, confirming that 

135 member cities in 65 countries and regions belong to the League. New 

member cities are: Baglung, Bhotekoshi, and Sunkoshi in Nepal, and 

Mashhad in the Islamic Republic of Iran. The host cities for the 20th (2026) 

and the 21st (2027) conferences were elected by the Board of Directors, and 

Himeji (Japan) will host the 20th Conference in 2026 and Isfahan (Iran) will 

host the 21st in 2027. 
 
Conference participants also visited a nearby historic town Škofja Loka. 
 

 Board of Directors Meeting                     Board Members 

 

Himeji host the 20th Conference in 2026      Isfahan host the 21st Conference in 2027 

 



Day 3 

On the last day of the conference, the guests enjoyed a guided tour of 

Ljubljana, with a focus on the works of Jože Plečnik. After, The General 

Assembly was held and a report of the Board of Directors Meeting was 

presented by the Chairperson and the Secretary General. At the end of the 

closing ceremony, the “Ljubljana Declaration” was adopted as an outcome of 

the conference and signed by the representatives of the participating cities.  
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